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PRE-PLANNING
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· Know your collection

· Proper storage
· 
· Know your vendor
· Know your conservator 
· Proper labeling
· Identify unique items vs. replaceable
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       ASSESS



· How many films are affected? 
· Are films protected by film cans or boxes?  
· Dry off enclosures before opening them!
· How wet is the film?  Films that have been soaked in water will be treated differently from those that are merely sprinkled with water.
Contact the Film Conservation Lab:
Motion picture film cannot be easily recovered without expert help

       PRIORITIZE



· Soaked film before sprinkled
· Originals before copies
· Amateur or local before commercially produced material
· Film with emulsion before fullcoat mag
· Previously deteriorated or moldy film
· Film that has become slippery  

       HANDLING



· Wet boxes may fall apart – use caution
· Always support the film on core evenly from below
· Identify films that are most wet
· Keep wet films wet, Keep damp films damp   
· Wet films should be should be kept in their (open) film cans and submerged in a bin of cold, distilled water (tap water will work in a pinch).  Multiple reels in one bin is OK
· For films with emulsion, contact a film lab and prepare for shipment ASAP
· If you must delay shipment, keep wet film in a Ziploc bag with water droplets added and refrigerate 
             (Do not freeze!)
· For mag film, dry off the outside of the reel and contact the Film Conservation Center or vendor (do not keep it wet)

        REMEMBER



· Don’t let wet film dry out
· Don’t unwind the film
· Retain labeling information
· Handle with care - wet film is delicate
· Film that has been dried or re-washed should be fine for future use

           DANGER



· Emulsion could soften if water is warm
· Emulsion could be washed off the base if not re-washed by a film lab in good time
· [bookmark: _GoBack]If film is put away without being rewashed, it could turn into a “hockey puck” 
· Unwinding a hockey puck roll could result in tearing and emulsion loss
· The longer you wait, the worse your chances are for a complete recovery
· Mold will grow on damp motion picture film that has emulsion 
· Do not return wet or damp film to storage
· Wet film may come unwound – use caution

           CONTACT



· Harvard Library Film Conservation Center
(617) 496-8647 or (617) 496-8394
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